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TO  THE  CHAim/IAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  THINGOE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


In  accordance  with  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1939,  I 
present  for  your  information  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  1 971 , 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  must  record  the  death  on  the  23rd  April, 
1972  of  Dr.  P.  Coggin  Brown,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  twenty-one 
years.  As  a  successor  to  Dr.  Coggin  Brown  has  not  yet  been  appointed  it 
falls  to  me  to  present  this  report. 

The  population  has  shown  a  slight  increase  over  the  year.  This  is 
largely  due  to  the  effects  of  industrial  expansion  in  Bury  St,  Edmunds 
and  Thetford,  The  stillbirth  rate,  although  showing  an  apparent  sharp 
rise,  is  based  on  a  relatively  small  number  and  is  not  as  significant  as 
at  first  appears.  It  is  still  lov;er  than  the  national  average,  although 
the  birth  rate  is  above  the  national  average.  The  death  rate  was,  however, 
lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  lower  than  in  the  previous 
year. 


The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  has  remained  satisfyingly  low. 

Eighty  six  cases  of  measles  were  notified.  Although  measles  is  not 
usually  a  serious  disease  it  can,  on  occasion,  be  accompanied  by  serious 
complications,  and  can  now  be  almost  prevented  by  the  use  of  a  completely 
effective  vaccine. 

The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  in  the  environmental  field 
is  described  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Plealth  Inspector,  Mr.  F,  Holmes, 
who  has  maintained  the  work  of  the  Department  in  this  difficult  period  and 
compiled  this  report. 


D.G.H.  Patey 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STi.TISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


X 

Area . 

,  .106,739  acres. 

1971. 

1970. 

1969. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 
the  resident  population. 

24,210 

23,750 

22,460 

Census  19^1  (April)  20,070 

Rateable  Value 

£623,875 

£552,445 

£502,379 
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The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  showed  a  small 
rise  of  46O  over  the  previous  half  yearly  estimate. 


L  I  V 

E  BIRTHS 

Male . 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate . 

188 

213 

401 

Illegitimate . 

10 

5 

198 

218 

.  416 

1971 

1970 

1969 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1  ,000 

population 

17.2 

17.0 

16.3 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  population. 

18.2 

18.0 

16.3 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population 

England  and  Wales. 

16.0 

16.0 

16,3 

Legitimate  Live  Births  per 

cent  of  total  live  births. 

96.0 

96.0 

94.0 

Comparability  factor  for 

births . 

1 .06 

1 .06 

. 

0 

0 

S  T  I 

LLBIRTHS. 

,  f 

Male . 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate . 

1 

3 

4 

Illegitimate . 

- 

- 

- 

1971 

1970 

1969 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1 ,000 

Live  and  Still  Births 

10.0 

7.0 

16.0 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  Live 
and  Still  Births  England 

and  V/ales. 

12.0 

13.0 

13.0 
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BIRTHS 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  birthrate  and  the  adjusted 
figure  was  considerably  above  that  for  England  and  7/ales  as  a 
whole . 


DEATHS 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

1 971 

1970 

1969 

population. 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

9.2 

9.3 

8.0 

population 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

10.3 

10.4 

8.6 

England  and  Wales. 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to 

11 .6 

11.7 

11 .9 

national  rate. 

0.89 

•0.89 

0.72 

Comparability  factor  for  deaths 

1  ,12 

1 .12 

1 .07 

INFANT  NO 

R  T  A  L  I  T 

Y. 

Death  of  infants  of  under  1 
year  of  age. 

Males . 

Females . 

Totals 

Legitimate . 

8 

1 

9 

Illegitimate 

- 

2 

2 

8 

_ ^ _ 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000 

1971 

1970 

1969 

Live  Births 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000 

26.0 

25,0 

11.0 

Live  Births  England  and  Wales. 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per 

1 ,000  total  Live  and  Still 

18.0 

18.0 

18.0 

Births 

24.0 

29.0 

24.0 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  increased 
from  10  in  the  previous  year  to  11  in  the  year  under  review,  con¬ 
sequently  there  was  an  increase  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  but 
this  rate  must  be  expected  to  vary  widely  from  one  year  to  the  next 
because  it  is  based  upon  a  relatively  small  number  of  births.  The 
causes  were  as  follows: 

Congenital  anomalies . •  .2  Birth  injuries . 5 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality..... . 4 

Diseases  of  Nervous  system . 1 

Respiratory  diseases.,,.. . 1 
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The  following  table  gives  the  causes  and  number  of  deaths  which  occurred 

during  1  971  


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostrate 
Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 
Diabetes  Mellitus 
Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 
Other  Diseases  of  Blood,  Etc. 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Hypertensive  Disease 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Mental  Disorders 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Asthma 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Peptic  Ulcer 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

Other  Diseases,  G-enito-Urinary  System 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Congenital  Anomalies 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  Etc, 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  Other  Accidents 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 


Males . 

Females . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

5 

12 

5 

1 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

5 

6 

2 

1 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

34 

14 

5 

5 

18 

21 

3 

4 

1 

13 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

3 

- 

2 

2 

4 

- 

2 

2 

1 

1 

132 

90 

. 

6 


COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INEECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year.  These  are  the  final  numbers  after  corrections 
made  either  by  the  notifying  Medical  Practitioner  or  by  the  Medical 
Superintendent  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Food  Poisoning 
Meningitis 
Infective  Hepatitis 


Males ,  Females. 

38  48 

1 

2  3 

2 

2 


Total . 

86 

1 

5 

2 


2 


TUB 

E  R  C 

U  L  0 

SIS 

# 

New 

Cases 

• 

1971 

HI  — — 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

196^ 

1962 

Pulmonaiy 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

1 

3 

5 

2 

7 

Non-Rdmcnajy 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 
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EWIROMENTAL  HEiiLTH 


INTRODUCTION. 

The  year  has  been  dominated  by  the  formal  discussions  and  consultations 
resulting  in  -the  Local  Government  Bill.  Many  changes  are  proposed  which  will 
affect  us  all  with  a  redistribution  of  functions.  The  information  contained  in 
this  report  relates  to  subjects  which  have  become  more  or  less  important  as 
the  public  health  service  has  developed.  The  emphasis  changes  year  by  year, 
but  it  is  by  comparing  and  contrasting  trends  that  matters  of  importance 
show  themselves.  It  is  important,  therefore,  that  all  these  duties  be  retained 
at  one  level  of  local  government  so  that  a  comprehensive  survey  can  be  made  of 
the  state  of  the  public  health.  The  report  is  again  subdivided  into  the  same 
three  environmental  divisions  as  were  used  last  year,  the  residential,  the 
occupational  and  recreational. 


'*THE  RESIDENTIAL  ENV  I_R_0  J  XJl  • 

'I  •  PRIVATE  SECTOR  HOUSING 
A.  Clearance. 

As  the  clearance  programme  drav^s  to  a  close  the  numbers  of 
properties  for  representation  grows  smaller.  In  addition,  the  phenominal 
rise  in  house  prices  has  meant  that  there  has  been  a  keen  market  for  even 
the  most  derelict  property. 

No,  of  houses  demolished  ,.  ..40 
No.  of  houses  closed  ..  ..31 


B ,  Reconstruction. 

Three  factors  have  influenced  this  aspect;  the  rapid  rise  in 
property  prices,  the  current  vogue  for  second  or  summer  houses  and  the 
increased  grant  aid.  One  is  almost  forced  to  the  conclusion,  however, 
that  there  would  have  been  just  as  much  investment  in  old  properties  if  grants 
had  not  been  available.  There  are  indications  in  the  specifications  sub¬ 
mitted  that  much  unnecessary  work  is  being  carried  out  which  would  not  have 
been  contemplated  if  grants  had  not  been  available.  This  casts  doubt  on  the 
"cost  benefit"  of  grants  in  some  ca.ses  although  they  have  no  doubt  made  an 
important,  contribution  to. trie  housing '.stock;  •  • 

Houses  made  fit  after  formal  action  7 
Houses  made  fit  after  informal  action  37 
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C ,  Repair. 

Much  needed  repairs  have  always  been  included  by  the  Department 
as  prerequisites  of  grant  aid  and  other  properties  have  been  the  subject 
of  formal  and  informal  notices  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

A  further  programme  of  routine  inspection  for  repair  purposes  has  been 
prepared  and  will  comiiaence  early  next  year. 

Houses  repaired  after  informal  action  19 
Houses  repaired  after  formal  action  1 

D,  Improvement 

This  section  relates  only  to  properties  improved  with  G-rant 
aid.  Others  improved  without  aid  are  included  in  the  previous  sections. 


Applied  for 
Approved 

Refused  or  withdrawn 
Completed 


Standard  Grants  !  Improvement  Grants 


31 

27 

2 

27 


29 

28 

1 

20 


HOUSING  act  1964  Sec,  19. 

No,  of  notices  served  by  tenants  requesting  bathrooms  1 
No.  of  Immediate  Improvement  Notices  served  1 

^  •  New  Building 

The  soaring  demand  for  building  sites  has  no  doubt  affected 
the  price  of  land.  However,  new  building  has  gone  on  at  a  pace.  The 
Council,  working  on  a  rolling  programme  has  not  been  unduly  affected  as 
existing  land  in  its  ownership  has  met  the  demand,  but  the  ’’yardstick** 
requirements  make  it  difficult  to  maintain  stcndards. 

Private  C  ounc il 

Nev/  properties  completed  211  55 

The  total  of  council  owned  dwellings  now  number  l648  and  the  improvement 
of  the  remaining  unimproved  properties  should  be  completed  shortly. 

^ •  Overcrowding  and  rehousing  from  unfit  dwellings. 

No  legal  cases  of  overcrowding  were  detected  during  the  year, 
but  several  families  were  rehoused  from  unfit  dv/ellings  either  by  the 
Council  or  privately  as  follows. 

Families  rehoused  from  unfit  houses  39 

Total  number  of  persons  rehoused  86 
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^ •  The  S tate  of  the  Housing  Stock. 

ii  recent  analysis  of  the  total  housing  stock  indicates 
the  work  still  to  be  done  to  achieve  ^OOf<>  fit  housing  with  all  cur¬ 
rently  accepted  "mod  cons".  The  figures  in  brackets  show  the  position 
in  1 961  . 


Houses  in  all  respects  fit 

Houses  needing  repair  or  reconstruction 

Houses  due  for  representation  for  closure  or 

demolition. 


1971  (1961) 

5861 

1191  (1678) 

275  (  875) 


Houses  lacking  the  facilities  indicated  (including  the  unfit) 


1_971 

Drainage 

636 

(2045) 

Water  closet 

662 

( 21 34) 

Internal  Cater 

103 

(531) 

Hot  v/ater 

784 

(2339) 

Siiik 

298 

(1135) 

Y/ash  hand  basin 

830  ■■ 

(NIC) 

Bath 

816 

(2245) 

^ •  Caravans  (ResidentiaJ.)  . 

Apart  from  itinerary  families  involved  in  agriculture 
and  other  pursuits  the  following  sites  were  in  use  for  permafte.nt  or 
semi  permanant  occupation. 


t 


Nature  of  use  > 

i 

Sites  !  ^.’’ans 

'  i 

_ L  . 

! 

( 

Private  Residential  (Licensed)  ! 

I 

, 

33 

154 

Local  Authority  Residential  | 

t 

1 

18 

i 

!  Agricultural  V/orkers  I 

6 

18 

Shov/mens  Guild  (Seasonal)  | 

2 

5 

t 

( 

i 

Incidental  to  dwelling  i 

15 

15 

r 

\ 

Incidental  to  construction  etc.  ‘ 

2 

2 

I 

i 

i 

i 

-J 

There  have  been  few  problems  from  wandering  cjiravans  although 
the  County  Council  are  to  look  for  a  suitable  site  or  sites  ivithin 
the  County  to  accommodate  those  who  do  cause  trouble.  As  this  council 
has  quietly  absorbed  a  considerable  number  of  nomadic  families  without 
fuss  or  public  expense  it  is  unliicely  that  we  will  be  required  to  accept 
a  further  problem. 
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2.  Clean  Air« 

No  serious  contravention  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  was  reported  or  detected 
during  the  year  although  the  prob3.ems  from  oil  fired  domestic  installations 
are  on  the  increase. 

One  case  involving  the  bulk  burning  of  plastic  waste  was  discontinued 
after  intervention  by  the  Department,  as  was  one  case  of  burning  off  motor 
vehicle  bodies. 

Complaints  of  straw  burning  by  farmers  after  harvest  are  few  and  there 
is  little  of  public  health  significance  in  the  practice.  Ecologists, 
naturally,  are  concerned  at  the  destruction  of  hedges  and  motorists  are 
rightly  annoyed  when  smoke  blows  across  the  highway,  but  these  incidents 
need  not  happen  if  the  operatives  show  a  little  concern  and  common  sense. 

Applications  for  prior  approval  of  industrial  plant  have  been  limited 
to  1  for  chimney  height  approval  and  3  notifications  of  furnaces  received. 

The  majority  of  complaints  have  related  to  offensive  smells,  par¬ 
ticularly  from  one  area  where  pig  liquor  sprayed  week  in  and  week  out 
has  given  rise  to  considerable  complaint  and  quite  rightly.  The  economic 
arguments  are  v/ell  known  and  the  "good  agricultural  practice”  defence  well 
worn  -  but  can  this  offensive,  anti-social  practice  be  allowed  to  continue 
in  close  proximity  to  dwellings  year  after  year?  The  National  investigation 
now  under  way  should  reveal  more  facts  and  result  in  some  positive  course 
which  farmers  and  public  can  accept. 

Two  cases  of  complaint  concerned  the  release  of  ammonia  gas  from 
pressure  storage  vessels.  In  both  cases  persons  were  affected  vlio  were 
driving  vehicles  i.e.  a  train  and  private  cars.  In  both  cases  the  re¬ 
sults  could  have  been  extremely  serious.  The  escape  was  from  leaking 
valves  which  were  eventually  modified. 


3.  Clean  Water. 

The  majority  of  premises  are  served  by  water  from  the  West  Suffolk 
Water  Board,  Their  supplies  have  been  maintained  in  quantity  and  quality 
through  the  year. 

The  number  still  served  by  standpipes  is  approximately 50  and  there 
are  318  properties  served  by  private  supplies  by  bore  or  well.  Samples  are 
taken  on  a  rota  basis  or  by  request  and  screened  in  the  office  laboratory; 
101  were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  Chemical  samples  were  also  taken  from 
sources  in  the  vicinity  of  industrial  tips  so  that  a  long  term  check  is 
available  on  the  quality  of  these  waters.  No  change  was  noted  from  the 
previous  year  and  all  results  were  satisfactory. 


12 


^ •  ^lean  Food. 

A ,  Meat  and  Meat  Inspection, 

Only  one  slaughterhouse  is  Licensed  within  the  area  and  this 
kills  for  ovm  shop  use  only.  The  numbers  killed  were  as  follows: - 


Cattle  75 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  was 
condemned  1 2 


Pigs  1 . 

No  tuberculosis  or 
cisticercosis  was  found. 


The  problems  of  poultry  inspection  are  such  that  any  attempt 
to  institute  a  routine  would  be  abortive.  There  is  no  difficulty  at  the 
one  slaughterhouse  in  regular  use  although  all  birds  are  sold  plucked, 
but  not  drawn;  full  inspection  is  not  therefore  possible.  The  real  problem 
lies  in  the  fact  that  anyone  can  dress  poultry  v/ithout  their  premises  being 
registered.  ¥/e  just  do  not  knov7  -  and  cannot  find  out  -  all  those  premises 
used  particularly  in  the  period  just  before  Christmas.  Until  pre  regis¬ 
tration  or  other  device  is  introduced  the  inspectorate  cannot  be  e^qjected 
to  cover  this  trade  and  be  ansv/erable  for  the  fitness  of  such  food  or  the 
hygienic  standards  of  production. 


Other  Foods- 

The  public  is  undoubtedly  shov/ing  an  increased  interest  in  the 
quality  of  food  -  no  doubt  due  to  rising  prices.  As  a  result,  the  number 
of  enquiries  about  the  fitness  of  food  has  risen  and  19  more  serious  com¬ 
plaints  required  further  investigation.  It  was  clear  from  our  findings 
that  stock  rotation  was  not  being  practised  as  it  should  and  further  in¬ 
vestigation  revealed  incidents  which  gave  cause  for  concern.  One  box  of 
cake  mix  was  found  to  be  some  eight  years  old  and  'sale  or  return'  prac¬ 
tices  with  confectionery  were  clearly  being  practiced  despite  all  round 
denials.  The  variety  of  complaints  is  indicated  by  the  following  list. 


mik 

Irregular  Taste 

Sour  on  delivery 

Concrete  in  bottle 

G-lass  in  bottle 

Cream  from  unregistered 
source 

Screw  in  carton  of 
cream 


Meat 

1  Unsound  fresh  meat  1 

2  Mouldy  pies  2 


Other  foods 

Foreign  body  in  bread  1 


Mites  in  cake  1 
Y/eavils  in  rice  1 
Unfit  cyder  1 
Mouldy  cheese  2 
Unfit  frozen  foods  3 


1 
1 

1 

1 

Food  surrendered  as  unfit  totalled  1 


ton  9cwts  871b s 
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C ,  Food  Premises. 

The  level  of  food  handling  standards  has  varied  little.  There 
are  those  v;ho  are  meticulous  in  their  habits  -  and  those  who  are  careless. 

It  is  expected  that  this  will  always  be  so,  V/hat  is  of  greater  concern 
is  the  standard  of  the  premises  in  which  food  ia  handled.  Many  public 
houses  are  now  being  used  for  catering,  but  the  premises  are  often  too  small 
or  unsuitable.  Domestic  kitchens  are  often  brought  into  use  despite  their 
unsuitability  for  bulk  preparation,  A  survey  of  school  kitchens  and  meal 
serveiy  facilities  also  showed  that  there  were  short  comings  although  the 
standards  maintained  by  the  staffs  were  deserving  of  high  praise. 

The  standard  of  fittings  and  fixtures  in  shops  showed  some 
improvement  and  the  amount  of  ’open'  food  is  now  reducing.  This  means 
that  greater  care  must  be  taken  with  the  quality  of  wrapping  and  stock 
rotation  is  of  vital  importance. 

The  growth  in  popularity  of  frozen  foods  demands  a  wider 
knov^ledge  of  this  branch  of  food  technology.  The  siting  and  maintenance 
of  freezers,  chill  stores  and  refrigerators  is  crucial  if  problems  are 
not  to  arise  and  particular  attention  was  paid  to  shops  and  v/arehouses 
handling  this  type  of  business. 


Premises  recorded  by  type ,„o ine s s_. 


General  Stores 

59 

Cafes 

2 

Sweets  and  confections 

8 

Bakeries 

2 

Licensed  premises.,, 

64 

■School  kitchens 

14 

Canteens 

6 

Food  warehouses 

5 

Fish  fryers 

2 

Nursing  institutions 

2 

Butchers 

8 

14 


T  H  E  v;  0  R  K  I  N  G-  ENVIRONMENT, 

A ,  Factories . 

The  expansion  of  industry  goes  ahead  and  the  variety  of  work  now 
includes:- 


Extraction 

-  chalk 

-  sand  and  gravel 

Moulding 

aluminium 

-  glass  reinforced  plastics 

concrete 

Fabrication 

sheet  and  tube  steel 

foam  padding 

woo  dworking 

fireworks 

building  materials  and  facings 

Printing 

multicolour  and  black  and  white 

Blending  and 
Manufacturing 

essences  and  flavours 

liquid  fertilizer 

-  chemical  cleansers 

Warehousing 

-  paper 

packet  and  bag  goods 

agricultural  feeds 

-  import  and  export  containerisation 

Engineering 

agricultural  and  other  machinery 

-  heavy  sheet  engineering 

welding  and  shaping 

Agricultural 

seed  dressing 

-  grinding  and  compounding 

-  milling  and  extruding 

All  these  premises  are  visited  and  I  would  like  to  record  the 
valued  co-operation  of  HoM.  Factory  Inspectorate  and  H.M.  Alkali  and 
Clean  Air  Inspectorate  in  those  fields  where  we  have  had  mutual  interests. 

The  numbers  of  factories  recorded  and  action  taken  are  in  the  form 
required  by  the  Central  Government  Departments. 

The  total  number  of  persons  eii5)loyed  on  outwork  was  16.  Thirteen 
make  paper  cases  for  fireworks  and  three  make  wearing  apparel. 
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Part  I  Of  The  Act 


t  , 

! 

j 

I  Number  ^ 

» 

( 

Number  of  [ 

t 

Premises  on 

j  Register 

(1)  i  (2) 

i 

j 

Inspections  i 

(3)  ! 

■ 

1 

Written ‘  Occupiers 
notices  !  prosecuted 

(4)  !  (5) 

t 

i  (i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  ; 

1 ,2,3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en-  \ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities  I 

I  ..  .  . . . . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  i 

\  (i)  in  which  Section  7  qc 

is  enforced  by  the  Local  |  ^ 

Authority  j 

103 

'  _  _ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  v;hich  i 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  [ 

j  the  Local  Authority  (ex-  j  12 

j  eluding  out-workers'  | 

j  premises)  i 

1  Total  .  j  107 

{  ' 

117 

6 

1 

1 

2  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 


Number 


1  Particulars  ^  ;  •  Referred 

I  '  i  ' 

i  Found  Remedied  i  ; 

j  !  To  H.M.  iByH.M. 

•  j  1  Inspector!  Inspector 

(1)  i  (2)  I  (5)  i  (4)  j  (5) 

'  _ I _ _ : _ 

1 

[  in  which 
j  prosecu- 
j  tions  were 
;  instituted 

(6) 

1  ^ 

j  Want  of  cleanliness(S.1 ) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  tem¬ 
perature  (S.3) 

-  1 

•• 

r 

_ I _ i _  “ 

- 

— 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

- 

“ 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4)  ..  .. 

t 

• 

)  _ 

1 

.  .. 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
j  floors  (S.6)  ,, 

J 

!  Sanitary  Conveniences 
!  (S.7) 

1  (a)  Insufficient 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective 

— 

} 

i 

-  . 

1' 

■ 

3 

- 

. 

- 

20 

12 

“ 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork)  . 

3 

— 

1 

J 

i 

! 

- 

1 

■ 

' 

' 

i 

Total 

24 

■ 

13 

^  i 

"*  ! 

j 

— . . -■> 

16 


B.  Offices  Bhops  and  Railway  Premises  Act.  1963» 

The  standards  maintained  in  this  area  were  generally  satisfactory. 

Minor  matters  brought  to  the  attention  of  ov/ners  were  dealt  with  or  are  being 
dealt  with.  Again  the  relevant  statistics  are  produced  in  the  format  re¬ 
quired  by  the  Oovernment  Departments  concerned. 


REGISTR/iTIONS  AND  OEl'IERAL  INSPECTIONS. 


1 

1 

Number  of  premises 

Number  of 

t 

Number  of  registered  : 

Class  of  Premises 

registered  during  the 

registered 

premises  receiving  a  | 

year 

premises  at 

general  inspection  | 

end  of  year 

during  the  year  ! 

t 

Offices 

4 

38 

35 

Retail  Shops 

3 

28 

30 

Wholesale  shops. 
Warehouses 


! 


Catering  establidi-  | 
ments  open  to  the  j 
public,  canteens  \ 


Fuel  storage  depots  j 
Totals 

TOTAL  NUI'IBER  OF  VISITS .  OF  ALL  IvINDS  BY  INSPECTORS  TO  EE&ISTERED 

PREMISES  UNDER  THE  ACT 


110 


ANALYSIS  OP  CONTRAVENITONS 


I  .  '  '  I 

j  Section  !  Number  of  Cantraventdons  fbund||  fection!  Number  of  Contraventions  found 


4 

5 

6 


7 

8 


10 


11 


i 


Cleanliness 


Overcrowding 
Temperature 
Ventilation 
Lighting 


j  12 

r 

i 


i  » 

I  ; 


13 


Sitting  facilities 


f 


15 


14  ;  Seats  (Sedentary  Workers) 

"P”  1 5  ,  Eating  facilities 

4- 


Sanitaiy  conveniences 


Vfeshing  facilities 


Supply  of  drinking 
water 


!  Clothing  accommodation  i 


4  |!  16  i  Floors,  passage  Sz  Stairs 

11 

'III  >iy  j  Fencing  exposed  parts 
‘  machinery 


18  !  Protection  of  young  persons 

I  from  dangerous  machinery 


23  I  Prohibition  of  heavy  work 


24  '  First  aid 


Other  matters 


TOTAL 


19 


j  Training  of  young  persons  j 

j  working  at  dangerous  machinery  |  ” 


i  .  r-  ' 

1  15 


8 


I  89 


No  accidents  were  reported.-  17 


C .  Agriculture  (Safety  Health  and  Y/elfare  Provisions)  Act  1956  , 

Routine  visits  were  paid  to  farms  where  those  limited  sections  of 
the  Act  are  enforceable  by  the  Local  Authority.  Special  attention  was 
again  paid  to  fruit  picking  operations  where  facilities  are  primitive, 
but  improving.  As  many  of  the  provisions  are  seasonal  no  statistics 
are  published. 

D .  Disposal  of  Industrial  Waste. 

This  is  causing  considerable  worry  both  to  those  v/ho  are  involved 
in  disposing  of  the  huge  quantities  produced,  and  to  those  in  whose  area 
the  wastes  are  deposited.  It  is  understood  that  legislation  will  be  placed 
before  Parliament  next  year  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  effective  and 
readily  applicable.  The  threats  to  our  water  supplies,  atmosphere  and 
land  are  very  real,  but  the  problems  must  be  solved  -  they  cannot  be 
buried  in  hole^  and  forgotten.  The  conveyance  by  road  of  dangerous 
substances  also  creates  problems  and  new  Legislation  was  introduced  to 
cover  some  aspects  of  this. 


THE  RECREATIO  N  A  ^L 


■g_.N 


A.  Open  Spaces. 

The  one  'black  spot'  in  this  section  of  the  report  must  be  the  in¬ 
creasing  deposition  of  litter.  This  resulted  in  the  introduction  of  the 
Dangerous  Litter  Act.  The  Council  has  had  increasing  numbers  of  requests 
to  remove  bulky  refuse  and  yet  the  public  still  dump  their  rubbish  on 
other  people's  land. 

The  open  spaces  available  to  the  public  are  becoming  increasingly 
popular  and  the  Council  accepted  the  need  for  sanitary  facilities  at  such 
places.  They  have  included  proposals  for  the  provision  of  conveniences  at 
Knettishall  in  their  estimates.  No  doubt  other  open  spaces  will  invite 
similar  provision  in  the  future. 


B .  Swimpools  and  Bathing  places. 

Private  swimpools  are  increasing  in  popularity  and  the  Department  is 
glad  to  advise  any  owner  on  request.  School  pools  were  regularly  checked, 
but  a  large  public  pool  is  an  urgent  requirement.  The  support  of  this 
Council  for  a  more  adequate  pool  continued  and  one  looks  forward  to  the 
dream  becoming  a  reality. 


Bathing  in  rivers  is  a  traditional  pass time,  but  is  becoming  more  of 
a  hazard  with  the  increased  flow  from  sewage  treatment  plants  and  the  in¬ 
crease  in  accidental  discharges  of  chemicals  and  pesticides  to  water  courses. 
A  public  meeting  called  by  a  group  of  parishes  through  which  a  river  flows 
gave  your  officials  and  those  of  the  River  Authority  a  chance  to  explain  that 
whilst  the  river  was  in  excellent  condition  as  a  river  -  it  was  quite  unaccep 
table  to  discerning  swimmers. 
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^ •  Fairgrounds ,  Showgrounds _etc» 

The  proposed  point  to  point  course  at  Amp  ton  v/ill  open  in  the  coming 
year  and  the  village  fair  always  has  its  place.  The  local  fete  and  gymkhana, 
flower  show  and  agricultural  show  v/ill  always  -  we  hope  -  attract  the  public; 
but  they  are  entitled  to  adequate  facilities  and  also  to  e:q)ect  that  food 
offered  for  sale  is  clean,  safe  and  v/holesome.  The  Department  attempted 
to  keep  up  a  general  surveillance  on  these  events  involving  work  outside 
normal  hours,  ¥e  were  involved  in  giving  advice  on  proposals  to  hold  a 
’’Pop  Festival"  within  the  district,  but  the  venture  v/as  not  proceeded  with. 


D.  Tourism,  Caravanning  and  Camping, 


These  activities  are  increasing  in  popularity  and  providing  travellers 
comply  with  an  acceptable  code  there  is  no  threat  to  the  environment.  Ample 
sites  for  those  who  want  formality  and  facilities  are  being  provided,  but 
those  who  like  to  be  alone  and  ‘far  from  the  madding  crowd*  can,  without 
a  little  thought,  leave  their  sites  a  little  worse  than  they  found  them^ 
These  sites  are  watched. 


G-SNERAL  ENVIRON  ME  N  T__^  AL  SERVICES. 

Destru£t i on  of  Rats. 

The  rodent  service  continued  to  offer  contracts  to  farmers  and  busi¬ 
ness  premises  v/hilst  maintaining  a  free  service  to  householders.  Treatment 
of  wasps  and  other  pests  at  nominal  charges  was  also  continued. 


Y/hilst  the  general  level  of  the  rat  population  was  kept  down  it  is 
a  continual  battle  and  one  dreams  of  the  day  we  could  set  out  confidently 
on  a  scheme  to  eliminate  the  pest.  This  is  yet  a  pipedream  and  mice  have 
become  increasingly  difficult  to  kill.  They  have  developed  a  resistance 
to  Warfarin  which  has  not  been  evident  in  rats. 


PROPERTIES  OTHER  TIL'iN  SEv/ERS 

1 .  Number  of  properties  in  district 

2.  a  Total  number  of  properties (including 

..  nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification 

b  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

3.  a  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 
other  than  notification 

b  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY  ! 

I  I 

i  NON-  I  i 

j  AGRICULTURAL  j  AGPJCULTURAL  | 

I  9,111  I  NK  ! 


j  i 

322  17  i 

i  J 

o<>.«i>.  .......  ..J 

2A0  I  17  i 


1  240  i 

17 

t 

...4 

1 . . !• 

17 

i  265  1 

31 

1 

1 

f 

1  j 

j.......?i.. . L, 

24 

I 

!  35  ! 

t  » 

6 

i 

i 

No  sewers  were  infested  by  rats  during  the  year. 
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SANI  TARY  SERVICE  So 


This  information  has  been  supplied  hy:-‘ 

S.M.  CAS3QN,  FoI.Mun.E..  M.I.P.H..E,o  ENG-INEER  AND  SURVEYOR. 

A .  Sewerage . 

All  the  outstanding  sewerage  schemes  reported  last  year  were  completed 
before  the  end  of  1971.  The  scheme  for  sewering  Rede  and  revising  the 
sewers  at  Chedburgh  and  combining  into  one  scheme  was  programmed  for  the 
year  1972/73,  but  an  additional  allocation  of  money  was  made  available 
during  1971/72  in  order  to  enable  the  scheme  to  be  proceeded  with.  In 
order  to  spend  some  of  this  money,  a  sub-contract  for  the  laying  of 
pumping  mains  only  was  entered-  into,  and  this  work  was  completed  before 
the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  anticipated  that  a  contract  will  be  let  in 
the  new  year  for  the  major  outstanding  balance  of  works  and  that  by  that  time 
it  will  have  been  possible  to  expend  this  additional  allocation. 

The  scheme  for  sewering  Sicklesmere  and  Little  Whelnetham  was  let  to 
Messrs,  D  H  (Contractors)  of  Cambridge  and  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
only  outstanding  matter  was  the  construction  of  the  underground  pumping 
station.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  scheme  should  be  operational  by  the 
end  of  March,  1972. 

The  Council  formulated  a  programme  to  be  completed  by  the  end  of 
March,  1974  and  it  is  fully  expected  that  this  programme  will  be  kept  to. 

The  only  two  outstanding  schemes  of  any  size  are  those  for  the  Blackbourne 
Valley  and  Pakenham  Fen,  Blackbourne  Valley  scheme  envisages  the  provision 
of  sewerage  facilities  in  Ixworth  Thorpe,  Fakenham  and  Euston  f©r  the  first 
time  and  the  re-grouping  of  villages  which  already  have  sewerage,  viz. 
Sapiston,  Honington  and  Barnham  into  a  new  works  to  be  constructed  at  Fakenham 
Magna.  The  purpose  is  two-fold  in  that  the  existing  sewage  works  at  Barnham 
and  Honington  are  loaded  to  capacity,  the  one  at  Barnham  is  likely  to  be  con¬ 
siderably  overloaded  with  the  new  development  by  the  War  Department  in  that 
village  and  the  load  on  Honington  which  takes  also  iSapiston  means  that,  in 
the  near  future,  extension  works  will  be  necessary  also  in  this  village. 

Rather  than  extend  two  existing  works,  it  has  been  felt  better  to  consider 
a  group  scheme  with  a  new  v/orks  as  defined  above. 

With  the  completion  of  the  scheme  for  Pakenham  Fen,  there  will  remain 
no  outstanding-  villages  to  be  sewered.  Small  pockets  of  development  may 
be  the  only  outstanding  matters  to  be  attended  to  in  this  field  after  1974. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  system  of  either  refuse  collection 
or  disposal  during  the  year.  The  Council's  pulverisation  plant  at  '/idielnetham 
railv/ay  station  has  continued  to  work  satisfactorily  and  one  area  of  cutting 
may  be  completely  filled  early  in  1972.  Works  of  restoration  of  the  surface 
may  then  be  commenced  with  a  view  to  sealing  off  this  area  entirely.  The 
second  part  of  the  cutting  xvill  then  be  put  into  use  as  was  envisaged  in 
the  original  programme,  h  considerable  quantity  of  pulverised  refuse  has 
been  carted  to  the  Council's  old  refuse  pit  at  Nowton  with  a  view  to  filling 
up  to  a  proper  level  so  that  ultimately  this  may  also  be  covered  and  turned 
back  into  agricultural  land.  It  is  likely  that  it  will  take  another  12  months 
of  carting  materials  before  this  stage  is  arrived  at. 
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